INTRODUCTION

1. All persons, not just Catholics, can know from the scientific and medical evidence that what grows in a mother's womb is a new, distinct human being.

2. All persons can understand that each human being -- without discrimination -- merits respect. At the very least, respecting human life excludes the deliberate and direct destruction of life -- and that is exactly what abortion is.

3. Catholics are also pro-life because our Christian tradition is pro-life. 

4. All human life is sacred, created in the image and likeness of God. 

5. Every child conceived is a child that God has created.  God is the author of life.  

6. God great plan for humanity, sex and marriage, gives each of us the potential to be co-creators of human life.

7. This is one of the great vocations that God has given us, to become mothers and fathers.

8. Pass around ultrasound pictures of JJ.

9. We believe that every human life deserves the safe harbor of a woman’s womb in order to grow to its fullest potential.

10. We have very humble origins as human beings as a tiny embryos, and each of us was blessed with a mother who choose life, affording each of us the harbor of her safe womb until our birthday.  
11. Catholic teaching is simple:  Every human person has inherent dignity and every human person should be afforded basic human rights.  The fundamental right is the right to life – on which all other rights depend.
STATE OF THE UNION REGARDING ABORTION IN THE UNITED STATES:

1. From 1973 through 2005, more than 45 million abortions occurred.

2. 50% of U.S. women obtaining abortions are younger than 25.

3. 17% of women obtaining abortion are teenagers.

4. Black women are 4.8 times as likely as white women to have an abortion, and Hispanic women are 2.7 times as likely.
 The racists roots of abortion.

5. Margaret Sanger, the founder of Planned Parenthood, began the “Negro Project” to reduce the Black population.
6. Over 80 percent of Planned Parenthood clinics are located in minority neighborhoods.

7. 54% of women who had an abortion had used a contraceptive method during the month they became pregnant.
 As a solution to abortion, Planned Parenthood often asks policy makers to improve access to and provide money to widely distribute contraception. Yet studies have shown that increased access to contraceptives, especially among teens, does not reduce unintended pregnancy and abortion. On the contrary, several studies link increased access to contraceptives to an increase in STDs, with no decrease in abortion rates. 
8. Every year the federal government gives over $300 million to Planned Parenthood. Last year for the first time, Planned Parenthood took in over one billion dollars and reported a profit of $51 million.

9. In 1973 the U.S. Supreme Court’s Roe v. Wade decision removed laws against abortion in all 50 states, fabricating a constitutional “right” to abortion that continues to haunt and divide our society. 
10. The Court’s decision in Roe denied an entire class of innocent human beings the most fundamental human right, the right to life. In fact, the act of killing these fellow human beings was transformed from a crime into a “right”.
11. Today the fight to save unborn lives continues.  Most recently, at the core of a pro-abortion agenda is a radical proposal called the "Freedom of Choice Act" (FOCA). Despite its name, FOCA would deprive Americans of their freedom to enact almost any restraint on abortion at any stage of pregnancy. It would overturn hundreds of current laws on conscience rights, informed consent, limits on tax-funded abortion, and parental involvement in minors' abortion decisions. President Obama has vowed (and recently reaffirmed) that he looks forward to signing it into law.

12. This, devastatingly is the culture that you and I have inherited.  Our parent’s generation have left us to pick up the pieces of their mess and it is up to us to save lives.
WHAT WE MUST DO:

1. Ultimate goal = society that respects and defends every human life from conception onward. 

2. The analogy with slavery is the best analogy we have to express the moral truth that abortion is impermissible, and to show just how possible it is that we can be completely wrong in making something legal.

3. Slavery existed in our nation’s history (a democracy) because of the delusion that some innocent humans were not full people, and were not deserving of basic human rights.  Today, unborn children are not considered human beings and are not under the safe protection of the law. 

4. Just as the abolitionists won by promoting the humanity of the slave with the slogan ‘Am I not a man and a brother’ – so too must we win by championing the humanity of unborn life – ‘Am I not a baby and a brother or a sister?’.”

5. Recently, some have called on the Church to abandon most of this effort. They say we should accept Roe as a permanent fixture of constitutional law, stop trying to restore recognition for the unborn child’s human rights, and confine our public advocacy to efforts to “reduce abortions” through improved economic and social support for women and families.

6. Abolitionists did not work simply to reduce the number of slaves, but to end completely that obvious violation of human rights. And we must work tirelessly to overturn the evil and unjust law that effectively denies the humanity of unborn children and allows them to be torn limb from limb.

7. We must focus on the essential task of establishing legal protections for children in the womb and at the same time provide help to mothers facing challenging pregnancies. 

Is it all bad news?: 

1. Many challenges to the Court’s error since 1973 have borne fruit, leading to significant modifications of Roe. Most recently in its ruling on partial-birth abortion, the Court upheld a ban on an abortion procedure for the first time in 35 years, and acknowledged that abortion takes a human life and does serious harm to women.
2. Limited pro-life laws allowed by the Court since Roe have been shown to reduce abortions substantially, leading to a steady decline in the abortion rate since 1980. Bans on public funding, laws requiring informed consent for women and parental involvement for minors, and other modest and widely supported laws have saved millions of lives. 
3. By protecting the child’s life to the maximum degree possible, improving life-affirming support for pregnant women, and changing the attitudes and prejudices imposed on many women to make them see abortion as an acceptable or necessary solution, we will truly help build a culture of life.
4. The time is now to stop FOCA.  Some may see this as useless, because both chambers of Congress now have pro-abortion majorities. But the same was true in 1993, when Bill Clinton became President. An earlier version of FOCA was steadily moving forward in Congress, when millions of postcards signed by Catholic parishioners landed on Capitol Hill and began convincing members to back off from this radical pro-abortion agenda. FOCA became stalled as members debated whether they really wanted to overturn all longstanding and popular laws placing any limit on abortion. The 1994 election then brought another change in Congress, and the threat was averted for years to come. This can happen again.
CHRIST IS OUR HOPE:

1. The theme of the Pope’s visit last spring was “Christ Our Hope.” Throughout his various addresses, Pope Benedict XVI invited Catholic Christians to enter more deeply into relationship with Jesus Christ. 

2. The Holy Father encouraged us with these words:  “May you find the courage to proclaim Christ…and the unchanging truths which have their foundation in him…They are the truths which alone can guarantee respect for the inalienable dignity and rights of each man, woman and child in our world – including the most defenseless of all human beings, the unborn child in the mother's womb (Pope Benedict XVI, Homily at Yankee Stadium).
3. Cultivating this kind of faith takes some work on our part. As it says in Hebrews, “faith is the realization of what is hoped for and evidence of things not seen” (Heb 1:11), and so much remains “unseen” in our fight to defend the unborn: When will we have enough justices on the Supreme Court with the wisdom and courage to overturn Roe v. Wade…and when that finally happens, will States be ready to enact laws protecting women and their children from abortion? What other cultural and legislative measures will help make abortion unthinkable to men and women alike? Will the multi-generational wound of abortion ever start to heal? Will the most hardened abortion advocates come to see their deep error and start defending innocent life?
4. Given all the unknowns, we may sometimes be tempted to discouragement. And yet, we are called to remain bold and joyful in our work, confident that Jesus Christ has already won the war against death. As the pope encouraged us at St. Patrick’s Cathedral:
5. The proclamation of life, life in abundance, must be the heart of the new evangelization. For true life – our salvation – can only be found in the reconciliation, freedom and love which are God’s gracious gift…[O]ur most urgent challenge is to communicate the joy born of faith and the experience of God’s love (Pope Benedict XVI, Homily at St. Patrick’s Cathedral).
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