Becoming a Youth Fest business partner

Becoming an official business partner of Youth Fest sponsored by the Diocese of _________________ clearly transcends traditional commercial sponsorship arrangements. While Youth Fest offers obvious and significant commercial opportunities for business partners there is also strong recognition of the unique and highly religious importance of the event itself.   All business partnering will be carefully considered not only for its ability to meet the needs of the Youth Fest, but also the overall balance and harmony with the celebration itself.  An official Youth Fest business partner will be one of a limited number of organizations identified for their unique contribution of products, services or financial assistance (or a combination of these). Youth Fest marketing rights and/or other benefits for each partner will be commensurate with their level of assistance. Youth Fest Business Partners will have access to a variety of intellectual property rights including official Youth Fest and trademarks, authenticating statements and designations.  Any organization wishing to lodge an initial expression of interest should read the Guidelines for expressions of interest and Youth Fest Code of Ethics.  Please email your submission to: youth@drvc.org.  

Expression of Interest

We ask that at this stage submissions be kept to 1 pages and simply indicate: 

· Nature of your current business 

· Key contact details 

· Experience in the supply of goods and/or services to major religious, cultural, art or sporting events 

· List of goods and/or services that you would seek to supply in relation to Youth Fest 

· Whether your interest is as a Business Partner or commercial supplier 

All business partners and suppliers will be asked to confirm their compliance with our Youth Fest Code of Ethics . 

Business Partners please email your submission to: (place e-mail here) 

Suppliers please also email your submission to (place e-mail here)

Code of Ethics

Youth Fest welcomes involvement from organizations and individuals whose activities are consistent with the teaching of the Catholic Church and who do not seek to benefit from harm caused to any person, in particular to young persons. 

Youth Fest supports the following principles for ethical business practice: 

Independence

Youth Fest is an initiative of the Catholic Church.  It is promoted by the Youth Ministry of the Diocese of ____________, City, State.  Youth Fest seeks to attract attendees between ages 12 and 18. The purpose of Youth Fest is to help these young people to explore their faith more deeply, to spend time in prayer and reflection with each other and with our local Bishop, and to rediscover the love of God.  Business Partners and Suppliers involved in Youth Fest should acknowledge that the event is a religious event focused on the youth of region/city, and not a commercial event. All decisions as to signage, advertising, work practices and outcomes remain in the hands of the Proud2BCatholic Youth Fest. 

Partnership

Youth Fest regards selected Business Partners and Suppliers as partners in the work of hosting Youth Fest, together with the Bishop, and the youth of city/region. Therefore, no individual or organization is acceptable who conducts or has conducted business, or is associated or has been associated with the conduct of business, that: 

· is clearly inconsistent with the moral teaching of the Catholic Church 

· seeks to promote, or to benefit from, addictive or other harmful responses in young people 

· is likely to be judged socially irresponsible by Church teaching or current business ethics practice 

Openness 

Youth Fest and the Diocese of ___________________ Youth Ministry will openly and enthusiastically acknowledge the involvement of Business Partners and Suppliers. Such organizations in turn should be comfortable with the association of their name and brand with the Catholic Church, the Diocese of ______________________, and the traditions and purposes of Youth Fest as these have developed under the Diocesan Youth Ministry. 

Should any event transpire that may damage the good name and reputation of the Catholic Church, the Diocese of ___________________ or Youth Fest, Youth Fest may need to publicly dissociate from any individual or organization concerned. Should this need arise, Youth Fest will discuss the matter with the individual or organization prior to taking action. Should any organization or individual learn of any development that might adversely affect their reputation or image, gain negative media or public attention, or have adverse legal implications, that organization or individual will undertake to inform Youth Fest at the earliest opportunity. 

Disclosure

Applicants for a business relationship with Youth Fest should use their best endeavors to disclose any business or professional activities or involvements which they suspect may be judged unethical or contrary to Catholic teaching by Youth Fest, or which may promote or benefit from addictive or other harmful responses in young people. 

Without being limited thereto and as guidance, causing, promoting or willingly benefiting from any of the following would be judged unethical and contrary to Catholic Church teaching: 

· promiscuity, contraception, abortion, adultery; 

· violence, abuse, intentional self-harm, addiction to harmful substances or activities, marital or family breakdown; 

· unjust discrimination, payment of unjust wages, unethical work conditions, illegal business dealings; 

· attacks on Catholic faith, attacks on Church leaders, religious discrimination, religious bigotry 

The following, without being limited thereto, are examples of what would be judged addictive or harmful responses in young people: 

· substance abuse 

· under-age drinking 

· under-age sex 

· pornography, including inappropriate Internet usage 

· problem gambling 

· serious credit card or other debt 

· self-harm or tendencies towards self-harm 

· depression and other psychological disorders 

· serious truancy or inattentiveness in school 

· significant anti-social tendencies 

Application

The Director of the Youth Ministry of the Diocese of ______________________and the Youth Fest Planning Committee will be solely responsible for the application of this Code of Ethics, which may be amended from time to time. 
