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Summary
In 2008, BJS (The Bureau of Justice Statistics, a division of the US Department of Justice) studies estimated that more than 1.7 million children under 18 had a parent in prison as of mid-2007.

Pope Benedict XVI, when meeting with the under secretary general of the UN on June 24, 2009, reflected on the role all of us have to play “to defend the child victims of violence and arms, I am thinking of all the children of the world, especially those who suffer fear, abandonment, hunger, abuses, sickness and death. The Pope remains close to all these young victims and always remembers them in his prayers". Those children whose parents are incarcerated are victims of violence and crime as well. Powerless to change their situation, they may face sociological stigma, stress, often economic hardship and strained familial relationships. 
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Links on Supporting Children with Incarcerated Parents
Faith Based Documents Regarding Incarceration:
Responsibility, Rehabilitation, and Restoration: A Catholic Perspective on Crime and Criminal Justice, USCCB, 2000
http://www.usccb.org/sdwp/criminal.shtml
Women in Prison; is the seventh in a series of eight pastoral statements by Catholic Bishops of the South on the Criminal Justice process and a gospel response.

http://www.restorejustice.com/files/whtis_sobishopsrJ7.pdf
For those who minister to children whose parents are incarcerated
Working with Children with Parents in Prison, Children’s Services Practice Notes, North Carolina’s Division of Social Services and the Family and Children’s Resource Program

http://www.practicenotes.org/vol7_no1.htm
Broken Bonds Understanding and Addressing the Needs of Children with Incarcerated Parents  from the Urban Institute, Justice Policy Center
http://www.aecf.org/~/media/Pubs/Topics/Child%20Welfare%20Permanence/Permanence/BrokenBondsUnderstandingandAddressingtheNeeds/broken%20bonds.pdf
Ensuring success for children with incarcerated Parents: Discussion Guide Series, Association of Small Foundations
http://www.aecf.org/~/media/Pubs/Other/E/EnsuringSuccessforChildrenwithIncarceratedPar/incaceratedparents.pdf
Incarcerated - Children of Parents in Prison Impacted; DefenderNetwork.com; Texas Department of Criminal Justice 

http://www.tdcj.state.tx.us/pgm&svcs/gokids/gokids-articles-incarcerated-children-of-parents-impacted.html
Punishment of innocents: children of parents behind bars 
Psychologists are gathering data and developing programs to bring families closer together and curb what can become a family cycle of imprisonment.

http://www.apa.org/monitor/may01/punish.html
A Bill of Rights for Children of Prisoners, Child Welfare League, Children's Voice Article, September/October, 2004 

http://www.cwla.org/articles/default.htm#0409
Parents in Prison Adapted from the National Association of School Psychologists (NASP) Handouts,  Mary Kay Hafer
http://cpcs.k12.ny.us/wpm/counseling/2009/02/26/parents-in-prison/
Statistics and Fact Sheets:

Children of Incarcerated Parents Fact Sheet
This fact sheet includes data on incarceration of adults, its affects on children and families left behind, and how it affects children and youth with respect to foster care. http://www.fcnetwork.org/AECFChildren%20of%20Incarcerated%20Parents%20Factsheet.pdf
Incarcerated Parents and their Children: Bureau of Justice Statistics, US Department of Justice

http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/abstract/iptc.htm
Children and Families with Incarcerated Parents
Children and families with incarcerated parents not only face the trauma of loss, but also a range of economic and social conditions that result from incarceration.

http://www.fcnetwork.org/AECFChildren%20and%20Families%20with%20Incarcerated%20Parents%20Report.pdf
Children with Incarcerated Parents: A List of Selected Resources
This resource guide, last updated in June 2008, lists selected citations of documents and resources in four categories: general, research, program and practice, and policy and state/local level activity.  http://www.fcnetwork.org/AECFResourceList.pdf   

Focus on Children with Incarcerated parents: An Overview of the Research Literature
This report provides an overview of major research findings on children whose parents are incarcerated as a means of further informing this developing area of research, practice, and policy. http://www.fcnetwork.org/AECFOverview%20of%20the%20Research%20Literature.pdf
Bringing Families In: Recommendations of the Incarceration, Reentry and the Family Roundtables, Rutgers University School of Criminal Justice & The New Jersey Institute for Social Justice  http://www.njisj.org/documents/FinalRecommendations12.13.pdf
What Happens to Children? : Family and Corrections Network, Resources from the former CWLA Federal Resource Center for Children of Prisoners:
http://www.fcnetwork.org/Resource%20Center/what-happens.html
Baltimore Prisoners’ Experiences Returning Home, Urban Institute

http://www.urban.org/UploadedPDF/310946_BaltimorePrisoners.pdf
Parents in Prison and Their Minor Children, Bureau of Justice Statistics
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/pub/pdf/pptmc.pdf
Magazine Articles

America Magazine, Prison Nation, March 9, 2009

http://www.americamagazine.org/content/article.cfm?article_id=11481
Heartbreaking art helps kids with inmate parents: CNN article, August 2009

http://edition.cnn.com/2009/LIVING/07/27/bia.children.of.inmates/index.html
Mothers Behind Bars: What Happens to the Children?, National Geographic
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2003/06/0613_030613_prisonkids.html
3-7 year old Children With A Parent in Prison: What do Teachers need to know?, Sydney Gurewitz Clemens, Educator

http://asstudents.unco.edu/students/AE-Extra/2005/7/Art-3.html
Books and Resources on Supporting Children with Incarcerated Parents

How Can I Help? A Three-Volume Series on Serving Special Children, Vol. I: Working with Children of Incarcerated Parents, Vol. II: Sustaining & Enhancing Family Ties, Vol. III: Resources for Supporting the Children of Incarcerated Parents, developed by the Osborne Association, 135 E. 15th Street, New York, NY 10003, 212/673-6633 

Parenting from the Inside: Maintaining the Bond, by Maud MacArthur, BA, and Theresa LaBarre, PsyD, 1996, is the curriculum for the FCI and FPC Danbury Parenting Program. Includes a teacher's guide, a parent's manual, and sections on family literacy, parenting skills, and long-distance parenting. Contact FCI Danbury, Route 37, Danbury, CT 06811-3099, 203/743-6471. 

Homemade Books to Help Kids Cope: An Easy-to-Learn Technique for Parents and Professionals, by Robert G. Ziegler, MD, 1992, New York: Magination Press, 800/374-2721. 

Training Manual on Working with Women in the Criminal Justice System, developed by the Women's Justice Alliance, 1997, c/o Women's Prison Association, 110 Second Avenue, New York, NY 10003, 212/674-1163. 

Questions for Dad, by Dwight Twilley, 1994, Boston: Charles E. Tuttle Company, Inc. The author describes in detail a creative method for parents and children living apart to communicate and enhance their long-distance relationships.
Children whose Parents are Incarcerated Self-Study Project Outline
Objectives:
1) To become acquainted with the issues and reality of children with parents who are incarcerated. 

2) Specific to their parish or school site, find out what local and state resources are available 

Project One: Paper (completed – 2 Clock Hours in Area C)
 
Construct a 4-5 page paper (double spaced) which answers the following question:

 “From the research enclosed, in what ways does/ does not the implementation of a comprehensive youth ministry (as outlined in Renewing the Vision) address the needs of serving children and teens whose parents are incarcerated?”

Project Two: Paper (completed - 2 Clock Hours in Area C)

 
Construct a 4-5 page paper (double spaced) which answers the following question:

 “Particularly from a faith perspective, what are some recommendations that you would give in regards to parishes and schools struggling to serve children and teens whose parents are incarcerated?”

Project Three: Creative Project for Presentation (2 Clock Hours)


Create a PowerPoint presentation with talking points regarding one of the following three topics:

A. How Catholic Parishes/ Schools can support Children whose Parents are Incarcerated (2C)

B. Things to think about/ creative ideas for ministry to children whose parents are incarcerated (2C)

Project Four: Research Local Resources in Regards to Children and Teens whose parents are incarcerated  (1 Clock Hour in B)

Research resources for your specific parish and the State of Maryland including:

· Local support groups or programs that have intentional outreach to families impacted by incarceration (at least 3)

· Information regarding children and teens whose parents are incarcerated in the County/ City your parish is located (at least 2 and a paragraph describing the situation in your county/ State)

· Any websites/ articles  you can find that reference the specific area your parish is located and the prison system especially children and teens whose parents are incarcerated (at least 3)

· County/ State/ School initiatives, workshop options, or information about children and teens whose parents are incarcerated 
Outside resources are encouraged, however all sources must be footnoted and documented so as to prevent Plagiarism.  Assignments can be E-mailed to Susan Smith at ssmith@archbalt.org with the Subject : Parental Incarceration Self-Study Project . Clock hour forms will be sent upon assessment of project. Please include Name, Address, E-mail and Telephone number on assignment should there be any questions. 
